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Preparing For The Board Certification Exam

Chapter 19

Two years of State Bar of Texas Family
Law Section Reports
Interesting Cases distributed at CLE’s the
last 2 years
- et

e All the outlines created by me and my
study partners
CLE papers relating to tax, evidence,
business, probate, criminal and other areas
outside of family law that intersects with
family law

I mostly outlined from the Family Lafv
Handbook because it combines the statutes ang
case law in one place with explanation.
thing would have been to read ALL the CL
papers if possible because several things on t
test came directly from information in CL
papers. :

before the test I realized it was not possible fdr
me to reach everything I needed to read, and |I @
considered waiting until the next year to take th
test since once you’re approved to sit for the
exam you can take it this year or next year. But
in the end I decided to “take it for practice,”
because I figured if I didn’t pass the first time, the
next time I'd know how to better focus my
studies and be in better position to pass the
second time; and there was also the possibility I
might surprise myself and pass. I was very
fortunate that I did pass it the first time, but I
know many board certified attorneys who have
taken the test more than once and there is no

deadlines were met. lum your mund back to a
law school exam. The essay portion of the exam
isn’t necessarily looking for one right answer.
There could be more than one answer, so state
that and then “discuss.” Explain why one law
might apply or how another one might trump it.

Once I started thinking like a law student, it was
easier for me to study and understand what they
are looking for on the test. Familiarize yourself
with the most recent legislative updates and
caselpre—soryoremrdrsensstrrtrryotrarrsrrers—
went to Austin the weekend before the

I flew down on Saturday with one of my
e a T e AT CR A TS oA e T—
hotel Saturday night. Then Sunday we
d to the hotel next to where the exam would
Ild Monday morning. We got our own
for Sunday night which turned out to be a
idea because she was an early morning

ogdther for meals and to ask each other questions

.‘abo t an area of the law we were still trying to
Nmaster. Contrary to what I would normally do, I

the tv and music off, kept the room quiet and
focused on studying. A friend of mine said she
listened to Mozart all weekend and she felt it
opened her mind to learning and helped her study
better. I drank hot tea, ate healthy snacks and
went to bed early so I was fresh and ready to
focus the moming of the exam.

If you choose to take the exam on a laptop,
they will send you information prior to the test to
sign up for the software. You must sign up by a

Once the software is on your computer, you can
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Preparing For The Board Certification Exam

Exam Day

My first strategy for the exam was to sti
strict time deadlines for each question and b
my time so I didn’t leave any questions blar
you don’t answer a question you don’t ge
points. It’s simple, but I've known peopl
didn’t pass because they ran out of tim
sticking to self-imposed time deadlin

on the essay portion, or think about an answdy
the multiple choice portion. I answered the b
could and moved on. The morning of the e
consisted of 3 essay questions with numerous sgb
questions and we had 3 hours to complete thi\
part. 1 allotted 1 hour per question and that
worked well for me. I was in a room full of
testers using laptops and every single person in
the room typed until the second we were told to,
stop. We had a break for lunch and most of
were able to eat at the hotel restaurant with plenfy
of time before the afternoon session.
afternoon session was 100

questions and you have 3 hours to answef.
seems almost everyone finished this portion
plenty of time to spare.

least an hour early. I thought this would bj
most difficult portion for me, but it turned

on most of the questions I felt like I kney
answer. I had plenty of time to go back
consider the questions I didn’t know. That

points for the questions you don’t get to answy.
If you think there’s more than one answer, or nl
right answer, put some notes in the margins as to
what you think the answer should be.

The second strategy was to issue spot. We
were told that there is an automatic re-grade if
you are within 2 percent of passing. If it’s a re-
grade, the graders may go back and look at ar
hand-written notes on your exam so they can,
what you were thinking with your answers,
in case anyone ever went back to look
notes.

and so T wouldn’t oet to

12:23 PM

all CRIAIL ICLLIIE US KIIUW LT IC5UlLLs would 1ot ve
another few weeks. After the test, I had no
ideafjhow 1 did. I felt challenged. I felt I gave
answers to difficult questions, but wasn’t

if all my answers were right. I decided to

but not worry because it was out of my

ofit of there, then you probably missed something.

he upside to this exam is your entire career isn’t
contingent on it like it is with the Bar Exam. This
test is challenging but if you take it seriously and
focus your studies on the CLE papers, the
changes in the law, the other areas of law that
cross family law, trial skills, and the basics of the
afcas listed in the TBLS Exam Specifications,

N\ will be in good shape. Good luck!




ee00C AT&T LTE 12:43 PM 100% .

£ Messages Wade Contact
again

Placed a SW in
drop box for
review at your

convenience.
Thanks

Thank you sir

Warrants

1. Officer contacts me to inform
of the warrants.

2. lacknowledge | recv’d it.

3. Let him know it’s done.







[ | Berryman-021314.pdf - Adobe Acrobat Standard

& Export - 8.1 Start Meeting ~ i Secure - view & Comment *

i2 = .

Date o7

Berryman-021314.pdf - Adobg

1-800-GO-DEPOT

Office pEPOT. el




Legal Research




Legal Research

2:53 PM
Texas CS Calc 2014

e ——
Calculate
2,




Legal Research

ee000 ATRT 7 2:55 PM

nn = 9 TE’QO@

Note Apr 16, 2014 2:55:37 PM
Apr 16, 2014, 2:55 PM




Legal Research

e0e00 ATAT = 3:06 PM 57% W

194.2. Content KeyCite Tools

Vernon's Texas Rules Annotated
Texas Rules of Civil Procedure
Part II. Rules of Practice in District and County Courts
Section 9. Evidence and Discovery (Refs & Annos)
B. Discovery

Rule 194. Requests for Disclosure (Refs & Annos)

TX Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 194.2
194.2. Content

Currentness

A party may request disclosure of any or all of the following:
(a) the correct names of the parties to the lawsuit;

(b) the name, address, and telephone number of any potential parties;

(c) the legal theories and, in general, the factual bases of the responding party's claims or
defenses (the responding party need not marshaj all evidence that may be offered at trial);

(d) the amount and any method of calculating economic damages;

4 10f56 p
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Vernon's Texas Rules Annotated

Texas Rules of Civil Procedure

Part Il. Rules of Practice in District and County Courts
Section 9. Evidence and Discovery (Refs & Annos)

B. Discovery

Rule 194. Requests for Disclosure (Refs & Annos)

TX Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 104 2

194.2. Content

Currentness

A party may request disclosure of any or all of the following:

(b) the name, address, and telephone number of any potential parties;

(c) the legal theories and, in general, the factual bases of the responding party's claims or defenses (the responding party need not
marshal all evidence that may be offered at trial);
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1. 9:00 AM
Jury Trial
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. 9:00 AM
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